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When: Wednesday, November 7, 2007
Time: 8:00 PM -10:00 PM
Location: University of Miami, BankUnited

Center, Room 100

Stewart Elliott Guthrie (Ph.D. Yale 1976) is Professor
Emeritus of Anthropology at Fordham University and a
founding member of the Society for the Anthropology of
Religion. His primary fieldwork has been in Japan,
resulting in his book A Japanese New Religion. He has
done survey work in a number of other countries.

Guthrie's ground-breaking 1980 paper, "A Cognitive Theory of Religion," published
in the journal Current Anthropology, has been widely influential in cognitive studies
of religion, which have adopted its central propositions. These propositions include
the ideas that our sense of unseen intentional agency stems from a better-safe-
than-sorry perceptual strategy, producing hair-trigger judgments that agents (or
their traces) are present; that these agents have humanlike mentality and
communications; and that we bet on them because they provide the most
significant and powerful interpretations possible. He elaborates these ideas in his
book Faces in the Clouds and elsewhere.
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